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2020 Apparition of Venus  
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13 Venusian years = 7.997 Earth years   
 
Venus apparitions go through an 8 year cycle with Venus returning to almost exactly the 
same place in the sky every 7 years and 364 days with almost exactly the same phase 
Å 5 evening (Eastern) apparitions  
Å 5 morning (Western) apparitions 
 

 2020 was one of the two good evening apparitions of the cycle for Northern hemisphere 
observers  - Venus hung in the evening  sky for over 6 months 
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Venus in IR 

24th !ǇǊƛƭ орΦоέ 6th !ǇǊƛƭ нтΦпέ 6th aŀȅ  пнΦтέ 
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Venus in UV 

2nd aŀǊŎƘ мфΦмέ 25th aŀǊŎƘ ноΦуέ 9th !ǇǊƛƭ нуΦрέ 
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±ŜƴǳǎΩ ŎƭƻǳŘǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƛŎƪ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ŎƻƳǇƻǎŜŘ ƻŦ ǎǳƭǇƘǳǊƛŎ ŀŎƛŘ ŘǊƻǇƭŜǘǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ƘƛŘŜǎ 
the surface from view  
 
But with a narrowband filter centred around 1000nm these clouds become almost transparent. On the 
unilluminated side you can then see the thermal emission from the hot surface of the planet at ~470°C 
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Venus at 1000nm- The Inspiration 

BAA Journal Oct. 2017 Richard 
McKim  
 
Venus night-side IR imaging by 
Anthony Wesley and Phil Miles in 
Spring 2017 ς Western apparition 
 
Possible volcanic hot spots 
imaged! 


